
One of the department's major research 
projects during the year was conducted in Oc-
tober, when I traveled to India to document on 
videotape a traditional way of glassmaking that 
is on the verge of disappearing. I was accom-
panied by Andre Billeci, a retired professor of 
glassmaking at Alfred University. We visited 
the only surviving glass factory known to man-
ufacture mirrored glass used in embroidered 
decoration for special types of clothing worn 
by women in India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 

The process begins in a village in Gujarat, 
where glassmakers blow large globes of glass. 
Then, while the globes are still hot, molten lead 
is poured into them to form a coating that pre-
sents a bright mirrored surface when viewed 
from the outside. 

The globes, which are about 18 inches long, 
are broken into fragments and sent to another 
village, where they are shaped into coin-sized 
pieces. These are transported to villages in 
Gujarat and Rajasthan, where women and young 
girls sew them into colorful embroidered gar-
ments worn on festive occasions. 

The owner of the glass factory is 92-year-
old Mohamed Siddiq Shisger, whose last name 
means "maker of glass." He believes that mir-
rored glass has been made in India for at least 
150 years . Bits of this same kind of glass are 
employed to decorate furniture in the villages. 
They can also be found- by the hundreds of 
thousands- in palaces throughout India, where 
they ornament interior plastered walls . 

The videotape footage recorded during this 
trip will be used to prepare a documentary 
video. Several examples of the embroidered 
garments were collected for display at the 
Museum. 

Over the past 20 years, Professor Billeci and 
I have documented a number of other factories 
in India where various centuries-old methods 
of glassmaking had survived. However, some 
of these factories have now disappeared. That 
research will also be used to produce other doc-
umentary videos. 

Robert H. Brill 
Research Scientist 
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A glass worker blows a 
globe at a factory ill 
Gujarat, Illdia. A fin
ished globe, with its mir
rored illterior, is shown 
ill tlte foregroufld. 
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